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have human beings before a wall, the wall ought to be picturesquely painted, and in harmony with the idea pervading the picture, but must not be made obtrusive by the bricks being too minutely drawn, since it is the human beings that ought to have the real interest for us in a dramatic picture."
When Millais left, my parents read together Sou-vestre's account of the Bretons. The fact that their most popular songs are religious and that, when the cholera was among them, they would not listen to the doctors until they put their advice in song, set to national airs, struck my father. On Dec. 2nd he wrote " The Charge of the Light Brigadel" in a few minutes, after reading the description in the Times in which occurred the phrase " some one had blundered," and this was the origin of the metre of his poem. Christmas Eve is kept by his " blowing bubbles for the children, and making fun for them by humping up his shoulders high, and pretending to be a giant."
At the end of the year he received Professor Ferrier's History of Philosophy, with the following letter:
ST ANDREWS, Dec. i*jt/i, 1854. DEAR SIR,
You were among the very first to whom my book was to be sent and I supposed that you had received it some six weeks ago. Possibly Blackwood did not know your address and therefore sent it to your publisher.
If anything strikes you as inconsecutive in the reasoning you will do me a favour by pointing it out.
One eminent authority has given it as his opinion that there is a non sequitur in the passage from Prop. I. to Prop. II. To me this seems odd. I esteem it a high honour to have now made your acquaintance and a great privilege to be allowed to subscribe myself
Very truly yours, F. FERRIER,
1 Published in the Examiner, Dec. Qth.